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STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: 
l 

The City Council will consider adopting a resolution in1 support of H.R. 752 (Hastings), a 
U.S. Congressional Resolution condemning the Dog Meat Festival in Yulin, Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region of China. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1) Adopt Resolution No. 16- "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 752 
(HASTINGS) CONDEMNING THE DOG MEAT FESTIVAL IN YULIN, 
CHINA." 

2) Direct staff to send signed copies of the adopted resolution to President 
Barack Obama, U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, U.S. 
Representatives Adam Schiff and Alcee Hastings, State Senator Benjamin 
Allen and State Assemblymember Richard Bloom, and other partners as 
appropriate. 

BACKGROUND I ANALYSIS: 

U.S. Representative Alcee Hastings (D-FL) introduced House Resolution 752 
condemning China's Yulin Dog Meat Festival and calling on the Chinese Government to 
end the dog meat trade. The Dog Meat Festival in Yulin, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, China, begins on June 21 51

• More than 10,000 dogs are reported to be 
captured, transported in cages, and killed for human consumption every year for this 
annual event. In addition more than 10 million dogs are killed annually in China for the 
dog meat trade. 

This festival epitomizes the cruelty of the dog trade industry. Many of the dogs are 
stolen from their owners. Many die during transport to the slaughterhouse after days or 
weeks without food or water, and others suffer illness and injury during transport, such 
as broken bones. 

Human consumption of dog meat has been shown to pose a risk to human health by 

Page1of3 

AGENDA ITEM 2. H H. 



exposing people to a multitude of diseases. The World Health Organization has linked 
the dog meat trade to cholera and rabies. 

The Dog Meat Festival takes place in residential areas and public marketplaces, 
imposing scenes of extreme animal cruelty on local residents. The Dog Meat Festival is 
a spectacle of extreme animal cruelty for commercial purposes. H.R. 752 urges this 
cruel event to come to an end. The legislation is endorsed by the Humane Society of 
the United States, Humane Society International, the Animal Welfare Institute, People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, and other animal welfare advocacy organizations. 

Tens of millions of people around the world have called upon the Government of China, 
the Governor of the Guangxi Autonomous Region, and the Mayor of Yulin to officially 
end the Dog Meat Festival and stop the mass slaughter of dogs all year round in Yulin, 
It is often wrongfully assumed to be a Chinese tradition, however, the majority of people 
in China do not consume dog meat and dog meat is not a part of mainstream Chinese 
culinary practice. 

The City of West Hollywood has a history of supporting legislation and policies to 
denounce animal cruelty. Most recently, the City Council approved a direction for staff to 
work with the County of Los Angeles and/or State of California to establish an Animal 
Abuser Registry to allow immediate background checks for animal adoptions. The City 
also implemented a campaign to educate and remind the community of the dangers of 
leaving children and pets unattended in a parked car during warmer weather. In 2010, 
the City banned the retail sale of cats and dogs which are often sourced from puppy 
mills. Support for H.R. 752 is therefore consistent with the City's existing policies. 

CONFORMANCE WITH VISION 2020 AND THE GOALS OF THE WEST 
HOLLYWOOD GENERAL PLAN: 

This item is consistent with the Primary Strategic Goal(s) (PSG) and/or Ongoing 
Strategic Program(s) (OSP) of: 

• OSP-12: Actively Participate in Regional Issues. 

In addition, this item is compliant with the following goal(s) of the West Hollywood 
General Plan: 

• HS-1: Maintain and pursue humane social policies and social services that address 
the needs of the community. 

EVALUATION PROCESSES: 

The City Lobbyist and staff will track and report back to the City Council on any 
developments related to this issue. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND HEALTH: 
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N/A 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: 

N/A 

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY: 

CITY MANAGER'S DEPARTMENT I CITY LOBBYIST 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no fiscal impact. 

ATTACHMENT: 

Resolution No. 16- "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WEST HOLLYWOOD IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 752 (HASTINGS) CONDEMNING THE 
DOG MEAT FESTIVAL IN YULIN, CHINA." 
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Resolution No. 16-__ _ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD IN SUPPORT OF 
H.R. 752 (HASTINGS) CONDEMNING THE DOG 
MEAT FESTIVAL IN YULIN, CHINA 

WHEREAS, U.S. Representative Alcee Hastings (D-FL) introduced House 
Resolution H.R. 752 condemning China's Yulin Dog Meat Festival and calling on 
the Chinese Government to end the dog meat trade; and 

WHEREAS, the Dog Meat Festival in Yulin, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, China, begins on June 21 51 and more than 10,000 dogs are reported to 
be captured, transported in cages, and killed for human consumption every year 
for this annual event. In addition more than 10 million dogs are killed annually in 
China for the dog meat trade; and 

WHEREAS, in addition more than 10 million dogs are killed annually in 
China for the dog meat trade; and 

WHEREAS, this festival epitomizes the cruelty of the dog trade industry as 
many of the dogs are stolen from their owners, many die during transport to the 
slaughterhouse after days or weeks without food or water, and others suffer 
illness and injury during transport, such as broken bones; and 

WHEREAS, human consumption of dog meat has been shown to pose a 
risk to human health by exposing people to a multitude of disease including 
cholera and rabies; and 

WHEREAS, the Dog Meat Festival takes place in residential areas and 
public marketplaces, imposing scenes of extreme animal cruelty on local 
residents; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 752 urges this cruel event to come to an end and is 
endorsed by the Humane Society of the United States, Humane Society 
International, the Animal Welfare Institute, People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, and other animal welfare advocacy organizations; and 

WHEREAS, the City of West Hollywood has supported legislation and 
policies to denounce animal cruelty both locally and globally. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 
of West Hollywood hereby supports H.R. 752 condemning the Yulin Dog Meat 
Festival. 


